
Women’s Seniors by Kath Dunn 

Round 5 saw history be made – with the FIRST EVER OGs quintuple header (to be verified by Pete 
Lemon...) and the Women’s Seniors and Reserves playing on the smallest adult football ground 
known to man/woman. Results were mixed, but the shining light of the day was the huge fundraising 
efforts by the Ogs in support of BCNA. Teams donned pink armbands and ribbons and players 
contributed by bringing a plate of baked goods for our fundraising afternoon tea. In an unrelated 
report, Malvern East reported a record rise of Coles/Woolworths packaging in their bins at around 
1pm, around the same as the boys rolled in with their home-made contributions. 
 
A huge thank you to VC George Rule who organised for Ogs to participate in Play for BCNA and ran 
the day. G Rule was helped by our Annabel Rafferty and our amazing VP Soph Batten, who while 
helping set up for BCNA was also helping find a timekeeper, boundary runner and a physical siren 10 
minutes before the bounce of her game A gentle nudge to anyone reading as a supporter – we are 
still on the look out for volunteers to help with game day roles! A special thanks to Sally 
Norman who did just about every role on Saturday, Nick Edwards, Ben Aharfi and the awesome 
Flynn! 
 
To the game... Round 5 saw the Ogs take on Fitzroy – a team the Ogs have only previously come up 
against once, which was a close match decided by a few points in the dying minutes. Pre-game, Em 
Hatty was presented with her first, very well-deserved Senior jumper, and Isy (Lizzy) Currenti was 
announced as a new Vice Captain of the Ogs – being recognised for her incredible commitment to 
the team. Lizzy has played VLFW for Geelong and Essendon, and we are stoked to have her on board 
with the Ogs again this season. The girls were pumped and got out to a flying start in the first 
quarter with VC Dani Trott intercepting a ball from the half-back line, running almost the full length 
of the field (30m) and getting a ball into the forward line, for a fine finish by the ever reliable and 
entertaining Vicky Tan. 
 
Tasmanian super-star mid-field duo Amy Halaby and Camilla Taylor went to work in the second 
quarter, getting multiple forward 50 entries between them. Despite their efforts, Fitzroy 
unfortunately made the most of the wind and kicked two on the home side while the Ogs were given 
a few points for trying. Ogs trailed by 4 points at half time. 
 
The girls came out firing in the second half – determined to claw back the lead from those girls from 
the North. Issy Fry went to work bringing the ball to ground in the forward line, and her hard work 
paid off, resulting in Jules Grant kicking a genuine GOTY contender on her left boot from the side 
line. 
 
Heading into the fourth quarter, the Ogs still trailed by 4 but were determined to get the points on 
the board. Jessie Gleeson got things off to a great start playing as an extra on ball, with more 
forward entries going our way. Unfortunately though, it was not our quarter. A beautiful set shot 
goal by Isy Fry was reversed at the start of the quarter, to the surprise of everyone on the field. 
especially the ever faithful, honest and reliable Nick Edwards who was the goal umpire. From there 
on things didn’t seem to go the Ogs way.  However, this leaves the girls with fire in the belly heading 
into round 6. 
 
Round 6 will see us pack our overnight bags and head to Wantirna – with our SECOND EVER 
milestone player hitting her 50 games.  A 50-game milestone is a huge achievement for the women’s 
team, as the season has less games than their male counterparts, and many of the players have only 
taken up football 5-6 years ago. Looking forward to celebrating a couple of wins and a big milestone 
this weekend!  
  



Men’s Seniors by me 

Fresh from getting a first win for the season last week away at Ivanhoe, the OGs rolled into our new 

temporary home in East Malvern to face Marcellin.  Knowing that Marcellin had defeated Ormond 

away at EE Gunn Reserve the previous week, the players and Coach Nathan Brown knew that they 

would require another four quarter effort to make it two wins in a row.  With the Women’s Seniors 

and Reserves as well as the U23s also playing at the Darling Park precinct, it was a huge afternoon 

for the Club.  Congratulations must go to Georgie Rule who was instrumental in organising and 

carrying out our BCNA fundraising day, ably supporting by OGs Vice-President Sophie Batten and 

Annabel Rafferty. 

With Harry Graham serving the first game of his two game suspension, Rupert Kemp slotted back 

into the Senior side after his comeback in the Reserves last week.  Also returning to Senior action for 

the first time in the 2022 season was Brandon Efthimiou, now having recovered from a pre-season 

concussion. 

The OGs made a fast start despite kicking into the breeze towards the northern end of DW Lucas 

Reserve and managed to sneak into an early lead despite some inaccurate kicking for goal.  

However, Marcellin slowly edged their way back into the contest and thanks to accurate kicking the 

scores were level at the first break.  The second quarter was a similar story, with neither side able to 

hold any real sort of supremacy for long periods.  A couple of late goals kicking with the wind 

enabled the OGs to take a 12 point lead into the main break. 

Whilst Marcellin managed to halve the deficit with a goal almost straight from the first bounce, the 

OGs would go onto dominate the next 15 minutes and managed to push the lead out to a game high 

24 points through great goals from Sam Hooper and Connor Dixon.  However, a spell of indiscipline 

provided Marcellin with a route back into the game.  As a result of back to back goals from 

overturned free kicks and 50 metre penalties, Marcellin whittled the deficit back down to within a 

goal at the final break.   

With the game on the line, the players came out hungry at the start of the final quarter and with 

Jack Sheridan and Will Sloss leading from the front, the OGs were able to stem the Marcellin 

pressure early in the quarter.  Brandon Efthimiou’s work rate and presence at the stoppage was a 

stand out in the final quarter, as were the performances of the key defenders Rupert Kemp, Charles 

Hawkins and Harry MacDonald.  A couple of late goals to Christian Hatzis and Joe Griffiths gave the 

score line a bit more of a comforting look as the OGs ran out 21 point winners. 

Sam Hooper had his best game for the OGs, kicking 3 goals whilst also displaying his trademark 

desperation and pressure.  Sam has already played more games this season (with a little help from S 

Bones QC) than in an injured hit 2021 and will hopefully be able to continue his recent strong form.  

With Connor Dixon and Christian Hatzis both in good goal scoring form, the OGs forward line has a 

particularly potent look to it at the moment.   

Next up for the OGs is the return of the annual “Back to the Schools” match where we will take on 

Preston Bullants on the Geelong Grammar Main Oval.   

  



Men’s Reserves by James Wright 

It was a wintery and windy start for the 2’s at our ‘home away from home’ DW Lucas as the Ogs 

aimed to square the ledger after an inauspicious start to 2022.  Welcoming back Nick Anstey for his 

first official game for the Club was an early highlight for everyone involved.  Nick’s dedication to the 

Club and to his rehab after a serious ankle injury in March of 2021 has been of the highest quality 

and everyone involved in the Ogs hopes that Saturday was the first of many games for Nick in the 

Hoops.  

When Marcellin rushed the ball forward to register a behind within the first 15 seconds little did 

they know that would be the last time they troubled the scorers for some time as the Ogs took 

complete control.  Led by Matt Planner and Will Loone through the wings and Max Lazarus and Gus 

Eaton in the middle being well fed by the twin towers of Nick Anstey and Lievin Ndimanyi, the game 

soon became a challenge to our players of remaining unselfish and adhering to Coach Jez 

Nettlefold’s plan instead of chasing kicks.  

The forward line enjoyed the work of the midfield with Wink Simson helping himself to 5 while Nick 

Freeman was a constant threat through the middle of the ground and bagged 4.  

Playing in defence can sometimes be a concentration sapping affair when you constantly see the ball 

heading in the other direction, however Sam Briggs and James Edmunds maintained composure and 

discipline to repel any Marcellin attack and set up yet another forward thrust.  

The end result was a comfortable 93 point win and with players returning from injury and illness and 

a return to Lady Como imminent, the 2s train is starting to roll and sets up an exciting season for Jez 

and his team.  

Special mention to Jo Cantor behind the goals and Jake Ward running the boundary.  

 

  



U23s by Ed Sillitoe.  

Rolling into round 5, the 23s desperately needed a win following a disappointing outing against 

Trinity the week prior.  Led by our fearless leader and The Swan veteran Charlie Curran, the boys 

came out hungry thanks to a lack of home baked cookies from yours truly. 

Nevertheless, former OGGer and birthday boy Ben Bayes-Smith was pulled from his lazy Saturday 

couch to help the boys get a win.  But no lack of early morning cookies was going to stop another 

former OGGer in Henry Turnbull from attempting Mark of the Year from what can only be assumed 

to be a De La Salle stepladder. 

James Sholl was relentless in his ability to find space and kick cheap goals from the midfielder’s hard 

ball gets (each hard ball get was awarded a couple of delicious skittles from the coach on the 

sidelines).  Supported in the forward line by Patrick Taylor and his decaying body, the boys managed 

to kick a few goals and get the W in James Calanchini’s 50th thirds game. 


